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(5) Any other evidence or information
that may bear on either the responsi-
bility of the United States for the in-
jury to or loss of property or the dam-
ages claimed.

§1014.5 Authority to adjust, deter-
mine, compromise, and settle.

The General Counsel, the Deputy
General Counsel, the Deputy General
Counsel for Legal Services, the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legal Counsel,
and any employees of the Department
designated by the General Counsel to
receive and act on tort claims at Head-
quarters and field locations are author-
ized to act on claims.

§1014.6 Limitation on authority.

(a) An award, compromise, or settle-
ment of a claim in excess of $25,000
shall be made only with the prior writ-
ten approval of the Attorney General
or his or her designee. For the purposes
of this paragraph, a principal claim and
any derivative or subrogated claim
shall be treated as a single claim.

(b) An administrative claim may be
adjusted, determined, compromised, or
settled only after the Department of
Justice has been consulted if, in the
opinion of the General Counsel or des-
ignee:

(1) A new precedent may be involved;

(2) A question of policy may be in-
volved;

(3) The United States may be entitled
to indemnity or contribution from a
third party and the DOE is unable to
adjust the third party claim; or

(4) The compromise of a particular
claim, as a practical matter, may con-
trol the disposition of a related claim
in which the amount to be paid may
exceed $25,000.

(c) An administrative claim may be
adjusted, determined, compromised, or
settled only after consultation with
the Department of Justice when the
DOE is aware that the United States or
an employee, agent, or cost-type con-
tractor of the United States is involved
in litagation based on a claim arising
out of the same incident or trans-
action.

(d) The authority of DOE subordinate
claims officials to make awards, com-
promises, and settlements of over
$10,000 is subject to the approval of the

§1014.9

General Counsel, the Deputy General
Counsel, or the Deputy General Coun-
sel for Legal Services.

§1014.7 Referral to Department of Jus-
tice.

(a) When Department of Justice ap-
proval or consultation is required
under §1014.6, the referral or request
shall be transmitted to the Department
of Justice by the General Counsel or
designee.

(b) When a designee of the General
Counsel is processing a claim requiring
consultation with, or approval of, ei-
ther the DOE General Counsel or the
Department of Justice, the referral or
request shall be sent to the General
Counsel in writing and shall contain:

(1) A short and concise statement of
the facts and of the reasons for the re-
ferral or request,

(2) Copies of relevant portions of the
claim file, and

(3) A statement of recommendations
or views.

§1014.8 Investigation and examina-
tion.

The DOE may investigate, or may re-
quest any other Federal agency to in-
vestigate, a claim and may conduct, or
request another Federal agency to con-
duct, a physical examination of a
claimant and provide a report of the
physical examination.

§1014.9 Final denial of claim.

(a) Final denial of an administrative
claim shall be in writing and sent to
the claimant, or the claimant’s attor-
ney or legal representative by certified
or registered mail. The notification of
final denial may include a statement of
the reasons for the denial and shall in-
clude a statement that, if the claimant
is dissatisfied with the Department’s
action, the claimant may file suit in an
appropriate U.S. District Court not
more than 6 months after the notifica-
tion is mailed.

(b) Before the commencement of suit
and before the 6-month period provided
in 28 U.S.C. 2401(b) expires, a claimant,
or the claimant’s duly authorized
agent, or legal representative, may file
a written request with the DOE Gen-
eral Counsel for reconsideration of a
final denial of a claim. Upon the timely
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